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7. PROVIDENCE

Main Texts

Calvin, John. [On Providence]. In Calvin: Institutes of the Christian Religion, translated from the
1559 Latin ed. by Ford Lewis Battles, Book I, Chapters 16–18 (vol. 1, pp. 197–237).
Library of Christian Classics, ed. John T. McNeill, vol. 20. Philadelphia: Westminster,
1960.

———. Treatises Against the Anabaptist and Against the Libertines, translated and edited by

Benjamin Wirt Farley, Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker Academic, 1982. “Against the Fantastic 
and Furious Sect of the Libertines Who Are Called ‘Spirituals,’” pp. 187–326.

Outline: http://foundationrt.org/bw/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/Calvin_Against_Libertines.pdf

———. John Calvin: Writings on Pastoral Piety, edited and with translations by Elsie Anne
McKee, New York: Paulist Press, 2001. Part Five, Section 2: “Pastors and People in the
Crises of Life,” esp. pp. 291–307.

Barth, Karl. “The Doctrine of Providence, Its Basis and Form.” In Church Dogmatics, edited by
G. W. Bromiley and T. F. Torrance, Vol. III, The Doctrine of Creation, Part 3, § 48, pp.
3–57. Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, 1960.

———. “God the Father as Lord of His Creature.” In Church Dogmatics, edited by G. W.
Bromiley and T. F. Torrance, Vol. III, The Doctrine of Creation, Part 3, § 49, pp.
58–288. Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, 1960.

Brunner, Emil. Dogmatics, vol. 2, The Christian Doctrine of Creation and Redemption,
Philadelphia: Westminster, 1952. Chapter 6, “Of Providence, Preservation, and God’s
Government of the World,” pp. 148–192.

Temple, William. Christus Veritas: An Essay. London: Macmillan, 1924. Chapter 11, “Eternity
and History,” section 2, “The Problem of Accident,” pp. 192–199.

Butterfield, Herbert. Writings on Christianity and History. New York: Oxford University Press,
1979. Essay 1, “God in History,” pp. 3–16.

Newbigin, Lesslie. Foolishness to the Greeks: The Gospel and Western Culture.

Supplemental Reading

Farrer, Austin. Love Almighty and Ills Unlimited: An Essay on Providence and Evil, Containing
the Nathaniel Taylor Lectures for 1961. Garden City, N.Y.: Doubleday, 1961. 168 pp.
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Outler, Albert Cook. Who Trusts in God: Musings on the Meaning of Providence. New York,
Oxford University Press, 1968. 141 pp.

Hick, John. Evil and the God of Love, revised edition. San Francisco: Harper & Row, 1977. 389
pp.

Micklem, N. Ultimate Questions. Nashville: Abingdon, c. 1955. 136 pp.

Temple, William. “The Immanence of the Transcendent.” In Nature, Man and God: Being the
Gifford Lectures Delivered in the University of Glasgow in the Academical Years
1932–1933 and 1933–1934, Lecture 11, pp. 277–300. New York: The Macmillan
Company, 1949.

Leith, John H. “Providence.” In Basic Christian Doctrine, Chapter 6, pp. 81–96. Louisville,
Kentucky: Westminster John Knox, 1993.

———. “God’s Providing, Ordering, and Caring.” In The Reformed Imperative: What the
Church Has to Say That No One Else Can Say, Chapter 4, pp. 72–87. Philadelphia:
Westminster, 1988.
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